
Chancellor’s University Safety Committee (CUSC) Meeting 
November 19, 2024   -   3:00-4:00 p.m.  

EHS Training Room & Zoom 
  
   

AGENDA 
 

1. Introductions & Welcome (3:00 – 3:05 p.m.) Martha Morton 
 

2. Old Business     
 

A. Update on request for $200 for Heads Up! signs (3:05-3:10) 
 

B. Recap of October Wellness Fair (3:15 pm-3:20 pm) Elizabeth Howe 
   

C. Other Old Business (3:20 – 3:25 p.m.) 
           

3. New Business     
                                                                                 

A. Emergency planning & preparedness (3:25 – 3:30 p.m.)  Abby Schletzbaum 
 

B. Resource:  SNR Emergency Preparedness (3:30 pm – 3:40 pm)  Dennis Ferraro   
 

C. 1st Qtr. Injury Incidents/Near Misses (3:40– 3:45 p.m.)   Elizabeth Howe   
 

D. Other new business (3:45 – 3:50 p.m.)  
 

4. Reminder of next meeting date & Adjourn  Martha Morton 
 
Meeting Schedule for 2024-2025 (EHS training room, Warehouse 1, East Campus and Zoom) 
 

• January 21, 2025 (Injury/Illness report October-December 2024) 
• March 25, 2025 (4th Tuesday to avoid spring break) - Open Forum 
• May 20, 2025 (Injury/Illness report January-March 2025) 
• July 15, 2025 (Injury/Illness report April-June 2025) 

 
 

Goal FY 2024-2025:   
  

Develop, review, and maintain lines of safety communication while fostering a culture of safety 
awareness, where everyone is encouraged to report “near misses” and unsafe practices. Use safety 
reports as lessons learned to share anonymously throughout the university to prevent 
reoccurrences/similar incidents.   



Chancellor’s University Safety Committee Meeting 
Meeting Minutes – November 19, 2024   

 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
 

 
The November meeting was convened at 3:00 p.m. by Chair, Martha Morton. 
 
INTRODUCTIONS 
 
All attendees introduced themselves by name and the department/facility they 
represent.    
 
Members In Attendance: Abby Schletzbaum (UNLPD), Kyle Hansen (CREC), 
Samantha Link (ARD Greenhouse), Jingjie Hao (Nutrition & Health Science), Lindsey 
Chizinski (SNR), Stacie Ray (School of Education & Human Sciences), Jacob 
Sharrer (HEP), Jon Shields (NE Unions), Barb McCain (Dining Services), Mike 
Livingston (Agronomy & Horticulture), Darren Johnson (ENREEC-Mead), Marla 
Nissan (UNOPA), Alan Boldt (BSE), Zach Sun (NCMN), Deb Royal (Vet Diagnostic 
Center), Sharleen Roth (Housing), Elizabeth (Betsy) Howe (EHS liaison).  
 
Safety Committee Chairs/Contacts: Adam Eakin (State Museum) and Kim Eischeid 
(UNMC) 
 
Visitors:  Grace Lewis (Daily Nebraskan) 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
Update on Funds for Heads Up! Signs 
 
When Heads Up! yard signs were made by Printing Services for distribution 
a while ago, apparently the account EHS is holding for the CUSC was not 
charged.  Therefore, there are funds for a new set of yard signs.  Martha 
Morton will check with Eileen Bergt, previous chair of the Heads Up! sign 
committee, as to the cost at the last printing.  
 
There was discussion that perhaps it was time to work with UCOMM on 
updating the graphics to stay current with colors and themes of relevance.  
Jacob Sharrer volunteered to work on this project.  Betsy Howe will 
facilitate as before. 
 
October Wellness Fair Recap 
 
The CUSC booth at the recent Wellness Fair was well attended. Martha 
thanked all members who participated in staffing the CUSC booth. 
 



There were 48 fair attendees who signed up for the EHS listserv and many 
attendees who took one or more hard copies of the four posters available 
(Battery Disposal, Glass Disposal, Near Miss…Near Hit?, and Too Many 
Wires Cause Electrical Fires). There were 7 attendees who signed up to 
receive digital files of the four posters.  One person requested digital files 
for all categories of safety poster available.   
 
Elizabeth suggested that members could promote safety in their spheres of 
influence by identifying their building coordinator for digital signage and ask 
that coordinator to send an email to ehs@unl.edu to get digital files for 
display. Members in attendance suggested that the three EHS Winter 
Walking digital files should be the first emphasis.  
 
Anecdotally, many passing the booth indicated they already receive the 
EHS safety listserv and said it was well worth reading. In at least one case, 
a fair attendee convinced those hesitating to sign up! 
 
Other Old Business  
 
There was no other old business. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
Emergency Planning & Preparedness  
 
Abby Schletzbaum noted that the hazard mitigation planning team is reconvening.  
They will be reviewing potential hazards on all campuses, natural and man-made. 
She will be encouraging all areas to have an Emergency Action Plan. A template is 
online at the safety.unl.edu website for download.   
 
Abby offered training for active threat and other emergencies either for information or 
to develop department/area procedures.   
 
Question:  Will Abby be asking departments to submit their Emergency 
Building/Action Plans in the fall?  This process is ongoing; emergency plans can be 
sent at any time to preparedness@unl.edu.  These documents are uploaded into 
Police GIS so they can be accessed in the event of an emergency situation. 
 
Power Outages on Campus 
 
Martha Morton informed the group that Hamilton Hall was affected by a mid-October 
power outage that occurred on parts of City Campus.  Hamilton Hall has an 
emergency generator, but their generator does not provide power to operate fume 
hoods.  Due to the nature of chemical research, it would be expected that at any 
given time there would be a number of fume hoods in Hamilton Hall venting volatile 
chemicals.  In consultation with emergency personnel and UNL administration, a 

mailto:ehs@unl.edu
mailto:preparedness@unl.edu


policy resulted to evacuate Hamilton Hall if power is out for 10 minutes by pulling the 
fire alarm.   
 
Jacob Sharrer noted that Husker Energy and Power experienced a number of 
problems.  Their internal controls identified the power outage. 
 
A question arose about the absence of a UNL Alert.  Abby said that the partial power 
outage was not considered a life safety event, the reason for no UNL Alert despite 
the dispatchers coordinating elevator rescues.  Once a building fire alarm is pulled 
Lincoln Fire and Rescue would become involved.  Once the fire department is on 
campus the event elevates to a fire/life safety level so a UNL Alert would be issued. 
 
Resource:  School of Natural Resources Emergency Preparedness  
 
Lindsey Chizinski shared an overview of the Hardin Hall Emergency Action Plan. She 
noted that this plan is evaluated semi-annually or if there are staff/faculty changes 
that impact the plan. A redacted version without specific names and including only 
some of the facility maps and class schedules is provided as part of the Minutes.  
 
Injury Incident Reporting for 1st Quarter 2024-2025 
 
Elizabeth Howe noted that from July 1, 2024, through September 30, 2024, there 
were sixty-one (61) First Reports of Injury (FRIs).  44.3% were classified as OSHA-
Recordable, considered more serious injury incidents.  1.6% of the injury incidents 
required workers to be off work or resulted in restricted duty for the worker.  
 
21.3% of the injury incidents this past quarter were Report Only (no medical 
treatment sought). There was one near miss reported during this reporting period.  
Report Only and Near Miss reports are used to raise awareness of potential hazards 
across the university.   
 
These reports were sent to CUSC membership for review prior to the meeting.  
Elizabeth Howe asked those in attendance if there were any questions. There were 
none. 
    
Other New Business  
 
Lithium-Ion Battery Concern 
  
Casadi Johnson was in contact with the CUSC leadership about lithium-ion battery 
concerns.  An article referenced was https://www.nfpa.org/news-blogs-and-
articles/Blogs/2024/11/01/missouri-battery-plant-fire. Rick Campos noted that a few 
years ago a lithium-ion battery in a cell phone caught fire in the Husker Tech store.  
Martha noted that in the College of Arts & Sciences office a few years ago a lithium-
ion battery stored in a wooden desk drawer caught fire even though the battery was 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.nfpa.org/news-blogs-and-articles/Blogs/2024/11/01/missouri-battery-plant-fire__;!!PvXuogZ4sRB2p-tU!CO4iaKISZ704dh59OZIVAfa4CbvfVvtXhBe3gde79W4fXTj0-_GLB7YNhUhPn8GyfSnjGOnm9nlkBJXHpnmq$
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separated from a computer.  It was suggested that at the next meeting we talk about 
perhaps making changes to the Plan Ahead graphics.   
 
There was no other new business. 

 
 CLOSING REMARKS  
  
Martha Morton, Chair, adjourned the meeting at 3:55 pm.  The next meeting will be 
on January 21, 2025.  
 
  









































Severity (Total : 61)
Start Date: 7/1/2024 - Stop Date: 9/30/2024

0      Not Compensable
13    Report Only
27    Not OSHA Recordable
20    OSHA Recordable (Medical Beyond First Aid)
1      OSHA Recordable (Lost Time)

Not Compensable (0.0%)

Report Only (21.3%)

Not OSHA Recordable (44.3%)

OSHA Recordable (Medical Beyond First Aid) (32.8%)

OSHA Recordable (Lost Time) (1.6%)



Caught In / Crushed By

Slip, Trip, Loss of Balance without Fall

Struck Against or By

Other

Other contact w/ objects or equip

Fall

Bending, climbing, crawling, reaching, twisting

Walking

Overexertion in lifting

Overexertion in pushing/ pulling

Overexertion in holding, carrying, etc.

Other bodily reaction

Exposure to harmful substance or environment

Transporation related

Assaults & violent acts (animals or persons)

0 5 10 15 20 25

Event/Exposure By Employment Type (Total : 60)
Start Date: 7/1/2024 - Stop Date: 9/30/2024

Custodial
LaboratoryChemradbiophysicsengineering
Office
FoodService
SportsCoach
AgricultureLandscape
MaintenanceUtilities
Other
AnimalHandler
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