
In this issue of the Environmental Health and Safety (EHS) Listserv, December 
8, 2015:      

 
1. Fall Safety Colloquia Online 
2. Holiday Safety 
3. Safety Shorts – Holiday Safety Series 
4. New Training - Visual & Performing Arts: Chemical and General Safety 
5. Have You Submitted Your Pathogen Inventory Yet? 
6. Laboratory Biosafety:  Are You Trained? 
7. Safety Poster – What’s In Your Freezer? 
8. Revised Virtual Manual and Safe Operating Procedures (SOPs) 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

 
1. Fall Safety Colloquia Online 

 
The two recent colloquia, co-sponsored by EHS and the Office of Research and 
Economic Development, are now online for those unable to attend and for future 
reference: 
 

 Protective Apparel for Laboratory Safety 
 NFPA 70E Electrical Safety Protective Apparel 

 
Resources 
 
 EHS Safety Colloquium Series      http://ehs.unl.edu/training/Colloquium 
   

2. Holiday Safety 
 

Statistics show that workers encounter a considerable number of hazards outside 
the workplace, some more so during certain seasons and times of the year.  Here 
are some holiday safety considerations. 
 
Motor vehicles: 

 Accidents tend to increase during times of bad weather and increased traffic. 
When operating a motor vehicle be sure to drive defensively and not engage 
in the most dangerous driving behaviors: texting/cell phone use, speeding, 
aggressive driving, inattention, and drowsiness.   

 Monitor the weather and do not attempt travel during hazardous conditions.  
Make sure your vehicle is in good repair and your vehicle contains a cold 
weather emergency kit in case you become stranded. 

 
Hanging lights/decorations:  

 Use a properly designed ladder or stepstool to decorate areas beyond your 
reach.  



 Inspect your ladder to be sure it has non-skid feet, no visible damage, and 
has the proper rating to hold the weight of yourself and the decorations/tools 
you will be using.   

 Make sure stepladders are fully unfolded.  Do not stand on the top rung, climb 
on the back side of the ladder, or lean out to the side of the ladder. 

 
Electrical hazards:   

 Carefully inspect holiday lights, discard any with frayed cords or loose 
connections.  Always turn off holiday lights, both indoors and out, when you 
leave the house unattended or retire for the night.   

 Do not use power strips in series for indoor holiday electrical needs, rather 
arrange items so power strips can be plugged directly into a permanently 
installed outlet. 

 When purchasing/using light strings, extension cords, spotlights, or electrical 
decorations, look for the certification mark of an accredited organization such 
as UL (Underwriter’s Laboratories).  Before using lights outdoors make sure 
they have been certified for outdoor use. 

 Do not use extension cords in series, rather use a cord long enough to reach 
the outlet without stretching, but not so long as to get easily tangled. Plug all 
outdoor electric decorations into circuits with ground fault circuit interrupters 
to avoid potential shocks.   

 When hanging outdoor lights keep electrical connectors off the ground and 
away from metal rain gutters.  Use insulated tape or plastic clips to hold them 
in place, not metal nails or tacks.  

 
Fire safety: 

 Test your smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors if you have not 
recently done so, and make sure that they are UL-listed.   

 If purchasing a live Christmas tree, try to get one as fresh as possible.  Fresh 
trees should have needles hard to pull from branches and branches that do 
not break off.  Keep the tree watered and do not use candles in the vicinity or 
set up a tree near fireplaces, radiators, portable heaters, or other heat 
sources.  When purchasing an artificial tree look for the label “Fire Resistant.”   

 Use noncombustible or flame-resistant materials to trim a tree. 
 Make sure trees and other decorations do not block exits. 
 Do not burn wrapping papers in a fireplace. 

 
These are just a few tips to help keep you safe during the holidays. Look around 
your home for other hazards that may be present.  

Resources 

 Ladder Safety SOP     http://ehs.unl.edu/sop/s-ladder.pdf  
 General Electrical Safety SOP     http://ehs.unl.edu/sop/s-electricalsafety.pdf 



 National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) “Use Care When Decking the 
Halls” http://www.nfpa.org/press-room/news-releases/2014/use-care-when-
decking-the-halls-this-holiday-season 

 NFPA “Winter Holiday Safety (including a video clip of a Christmas tree fire)”  
http://www.nfpa.org/winterholidaysafety 

 Consumer Products Safety Commission “Holiday Decoration Safety Tips”     
http://www.cpsc.gov/PageFiles/121347/611.pdf 

  Parents.com “12 Tips for Holiday Home Safety”     
http://www.parents.com/holiday/christmas/safety/12-tips-for-holiday-home-
safety/ 

 Reader’s Digest “Holiday Hazards Checklist”     
http://www.rd.com/home/christmas-safety-checklist/ 

 
3. Safety Shorts  
 
This series features links to short safety resource(s) each month.  Regardless of 
format - video, PDF, other - these short features cover various topics and are 
intended as resources for safety committees, faculty/staff/students, as well as 
individual laboratories/work areas.  Of particular interest to those who have live 
Christmas trees is the clip of how rapidly a live tree burns, comparing a fire for a tree  
kept watered and one allowed to dry out. 
 
 Holiday Safety Video Series, 14 videos (Electrical Safety Foundation 

International, approximately 1 minute each).  This series covers a number of 
topics on holiday safety with an emphasis on electrical 
concerns/safety.    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=En9E1bsKZvM&list=PLslgi
05gsrRL46jKNucmGSFtFKWopgOWM 

 NOTE: Resources are provided for informational purposes only.  Publication does 
not in any way endorse a particular company or product or affect current UNL 
policies and procedures.  

 
4. NEW Training – Visual & Performing Arts:  Chemical and 

General Safety 
 

A new training joins the list of chemical and general safety web-based modules 
targeted toward specific sets of workers.  Visual and Performing Arts:  Chemical 
and General Safety training fulfills the requirement of the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration (OSHA) Hazard Communication Standard (29 CFR 
1910:1200). This new course is intended as a substitute for the four-module EHS 
web-based Chemical Safety Training and was designed to be targeted toward the 
types of chemical hazards that an artist is likely to encounter.   

However, this training is NOT a substitute for other required in-depth training that 
may be appropriate based on assigned tasks even though the hazard may be 
discussed in this training.  For example, participants in this training will learn that 



working at heights requires fall protection.  Persons who are exposed to this hazard 
will require additional and specific training beyond this module.  

Resources 
 
 EHS Visual and Performing Arts:  Chemical and General Safety web-

based training      http://ehs.unl.edu/web-based-training#VisualArts 
 

5. Have You Submitted Your Pathogen Inventory Yet? 
  
UNL adopted a policy in November 2014 requiring all researchers with human, 
animal and/or plant pathogens to submit an inventory of pathogens stored or in use 
in their laboratories to EHS.  The list must be updated at least once per year or a 
notification submitted to indicate that the inventory hasn’t changed since last 
reporting.   

This inventory requirement exists outside of the (Institutional Biosafety Committee 
(IBC) protocol review process and is intended to document what pathogens are on 
campus in the event of an emergency, for example, a natural disaster.  Recently, the 
White House released a memo from the Office of Science and Technology Policy 
indicating that there may be action towards requiring material inventories be kept for:  
 

“…any biological agent that could pose a serious threat to public health or 
agriculture.”   

 
With this in mind all researchers, whether on campus or at a UNL extension center,  
are asked to comply with the UNL policy.  Refer to the EHS Safe Operating 
Procedure (SOP), Pathogens Inventories, which provides guidance and explains 
what information is required as well as how to format and submit the pathogen 
inventory to EHS.  If you have any questions or need assistance submitting the 
inventory, please contact the EHS Biosafety Team at ibc@unl.edu.  
 
Resources 

 Pathogen Inventories SOP     http://ehs.unl.edu/sop/s-bio-
pathogen_inventories.pdf 

 Lisa O. Monaco, John P. Holdren.  The White House.  “A National Biosafety 
and Biosecurity System in the United States.”  October 29, 2015.     
https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2015/10/29/national-biosafety-and-
biosecurity-system-united-states 

 
6. Laboratory Biosafey:  Are You Trained? 
  
Before beginning work in a laboratory that uses biohazardous materials, all workers 
must take the appropriate EHS web-based training module(s).  There are four (4) 
courses specifically related to Biosafety: Biosafety Basics (BSL-1 work), Biosafety 
in the BSL-2 Laboratory, NIH Guidelines for Research Involving Recombinant 



or Synthetic Nucleic Acid Molecules, and Bloodborne Pathogens Program 
training.   

To determine which training you need, consult with the lab manager or lab PI or 
review the EHS Training Needs Assessment document.  In addition to initial 
training, annual lab-specific biosafety refresher training is required.  More details 
about biosafety training and templates for tracking training can be found in the 
Biosafety Training Safe Operating Procedure.  

 Resources 

 Training Needs Assessment for EHS-Related Topics     
http://ehs.unl.edu/Training_Needs_Assessment.pdf 

 Biosafety Training SOP     http://ehs.unl.edu/sop/s-bio-training.pdf 
 
7. Safety Poster – What’s In Your Freezer?    
 
EHS has a developed a number of safety posters of relevance to the campus 
community. As one year ends and we think ahead to a new year, now is a good time 
to think about housekeeping. Does your laboratory freezer look like this?  Now is 
good time to clean out your freezer, even if it does not look as bad as the poster 
shown below.  And you can update your inventory at the same time.  
Contact EHS for disposal of unwanted or abandoned materials.  
 

 
 

Order your FREE poster(s) today as a reminder to KEEP freezers and other storage 
areas clean and inventories up-to-date.  Contact ehs@unl.edu or 402-472-4925 with 
your name, campus mailing address, and quantity desired.  

Resources 

 Safety Posters      http://ehs.unl.edu/safety-posters 



8. Revised Virtual Manual & Safe Operating Procedures (all should 
note the two * items)  

 

 *Virtual Manual 
https://scsapps.unl.edu/VirtualManual/ 
A number of updates have been made to the Virtual Manual.  Users are advised 
to review their individual Virtual Manual due to these updates.  
 

 All-Terrain Vehicles SOP 
http://ehs.unl.edu/sop/s-atv.pdf 
A few minor changes to clarify laws for operating on public roads and add 
information on the ATV Safety Institute, a source of free online training. 
 

 Asbestos Facts SOP 
http://ehs.unl.edu/sop/s-asbestos_facts.pdf 
Information added regarding floor tile projects and potential odors. 

 *On-the-Job and Student Injuries SOP 
http://ehs.unl.edu/sop/s-injury.pdf 
Phone numbers for medical facilities updated. 

 Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) – Body Protection SOP 
http://ehs.unl.edu/sop/s-ppe-body_protection.pdf 
Information added regarding lab coats, particularly recommendations for arc-
rated lab coats when working with pyrophorics or when there is risk of flash fire. 

 Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) – Eyes and Face SOP 
http://ehs.unl.edu/sop/s-PPE_eyes-face.pdf 
References to outdated standards removed. 

 Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) – Foot Protection SOP 
http://ehs.unl.edu/sop/s-foot_protection.pdf 
References to outdated standards removed and error in ASTM reference 
corrected. 

 Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) – Hand Protection SOP 
http://ehs.unl.edu/sop/s-ppe-hand_protection.pdf  
Clarification added that gloves are not color-coded, rather the tag on the glove is 
color-coded.   

 Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) – Head Protection SOP 
http://ehs.unl.edu/sop/s-PPE-head_protection.pdf 
Updated to correct an error in reference to the ANSI standard.  

 Stormwater – Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination (IDDE) SOP 
http://ehs.unl.edu/sop/s-stormwater_IDDE.pdf 



Minor updates to simplify the document and remove reference to certain 
discharges requiring a specific permit since these are now covered under UNL’s 
National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Small Municipal 
Separate Storm Sewer System (SMS4) Permit.  
 

 Ultraviolet Radiation SOP 
http://ehs.unl.edu/sop/s-ultraviolet_rad.pdf 
Error corrected, 180-400 nanometers changed to 100-400. 
 

Remember...SAFETY IS AN ATTITUDE! 
 
Environmental Health and Safety 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
3630 East Campus Loop 
Lincoln, NE  68583-0824 
(402) 472-4925 
http://ehs.unl.edu 


